The Tooth
pedition against Jafna had been something of a crusade, and had
fittingly been crowned by the capture of the most devilish relic in
all heathendom-
Rumour was soon busy in the capitals of the bay. Bayin-naung
heard at his seat in Pegu. The Feringis had got the Tooth: it was
news that touched him closely. Since his accession in 1550 he had
made a number of offerings to its shrine at Kandy. He had sent
craftsmen to beautify the building, had given vessels for the altar.
Moreover, he had bought a piece of land near by and settled slaves
whose duty it was to tend the lights. In 1555 he had made a signal
gift. A broom was made from his hair and his chief queen's and
forwarded to the slaves with orders to use it for sweeping the pre-
cincts. Such a presentation may seem eccentric to us. At that time
and place it was not held eccentric, but an act of the most adoring
respect, So? the news that the Tooth had fallen into the hands of
the Portuguese, notoriously the most disreputable of pirates and
pagans, was a shock to him. Goa was two thousand miles away.
An expedition there was out of the question. What was he to do?
Was there anything to be done?
On occasions of misfortune kings seek counsel, nor are such
kings as Bayin-naung without shrewd counsellors. Such a one now
came forward. The rape of the Tooth, he submitted, was not alto-
gether as deplorable as it appeared. As long as the sacred relic
remained in the hands of its traditional guardian, the King of
Kandy, His Burmardc Majesty could not hope to do more than
offer gifts. But now that Kandy had lost it, having foolishly run
the risk of lending it to Jafna, his guardianship was at an end, and
it was open to anyone to succeed to his title, a very glorious title
with many implications. There were more ways of getting pos-
session than by going to war. It was 'true that His Majesty had
offered to buy one or two of the King of Siam's White Elephants
and had been refused. But the present case was very different.
The Portuguese were pagans. A holy thing like the Tooth could
have no value for them as such, and though they might demand a
stiff price, knowing the estimation in which it was held by all fol-
lowers of the Eightfold Path, yet sell it they would for a good offer.
When the sale had gone through, His Majesty could style himself
Master of the Tooth, a title to which later he might be able to add
that of Master of the White Elephant, should his projected inva-
sion of Siam prove successful. With these two titles he would be
the greatest king in the world. Nor would they be empty titles,
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